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This application is rejected for the following reasons. A response should 
be filed within sixty days from the mailing date of this Notification. 



<1> As the inventions of the following claims of this application are considered such 
ones that a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the inventions pertain 
could easily have been made prior to the filing of this appreciation on the basis 
of the inventions described in the following publications issued in Japan or the 
foreign countries, this application cannot be patented according to the Patent Law 
29 (2). 



Claims 1-6 
Cited References 

Dl: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 8-207792 

D2: Japanese Utility Model Application No. 59-79728 (Japanese Utility Model 
Application Laid-Open No. 60-191758) 

D3: Japanese Utility Model Application No. 1-116431 (Japanese Utility Model 



Dl teaches an electric power steering apparatus in which 

• steering assistance is achieved by transmitting a rotary motion of an electric motor 
for steering assistance to a steering shaft on which a worm shaft is mounted, wherein 
n interlocking member ("sleeve 5") interlocking the worm shaft and the output shaft 
is provided therebetween (see paragraph [0026]). 

P2 teac h es that : 

* the worm shaft is deflectable in a side (the side supported by a "bearing 5") 
of the worm shaft interlocked with an output shaft (steering wheel 9) of external 
input (see FIG. 2 in particular). 



Reasons 



Note 



Laid-Open No. 3-55955) 



Remarks 



• the worm shaft (worm 23) is supported in a gear housing having a tapped hole, and 
the biasing means includes a screw body ("adjusting screw 46") tightly fastened in 
the tapped hole and a spring body ("spring 48") interposed between the screw body 
and the worm shaft (see FIG. 1 in particular) 

• the worm shaft is supported in the gear housing having a tapped hole, and the biasing 
means includes a screw body ("adjusting screw 5, 6"*) which is tightly fastened in 
the tapped hole and which is in contact with the worm shaft or a bearing ("bearing 
5, 6") fitted to she worm shaft (see FIG. 2 in particular). 

(* Note: the numerals could be erroneously assigned for the right numeral 46) 
D3 teaches that : 

• the worm wheel is deflectable toward the worm shaft, and biasing means for biasing 
the worm wheel to the deflective direction of the warm shaft is provided. 

• the worm wheel is fitted to the shaft, and the biasing means includes an elastic 
ring ("elastic body 17") fitted to a fit portion of the worm wheel to the shaft 
(see FIG. 5 in particular). 

It would have been easy for a person with ordinary skills in the art to apply 
the technical feature of D2 to the invention of Dl to deduce the invention of claims 
1-4 of the present application. 

It would have been easy for a person with ordinary skills in the art to apply 
the technical feature of D3 to the invention of Dl to deduce the invention of claims 
5-6 of the present application. 

<2> As the inventions (registration of utility models) of the following claims of 
this application are considered such ones that are application prior to the 
application date of the invention (device), and the inventions (devices) are 
identical with the inventions (devices) disclosed in the specification or drawings 
originally attached to the request of another application for a patent (utility model 
registration), and that is not made by the same person as the inventor of the patent 
(utility model registration) application, and the applicant is not the same person 
as that of the above application, a patent shall not be granted according to the Patent 
Law 29 bis. 

Note 

Claims 1, 2, 5 and 6 
Cited Reference: 

Specification of Prior Application etc.: Japanese Patent Application No. 9-85142 
(Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 10-281235) 

Remarks : 



2 



Specification of Prior Application etc. t eaches an electric power steering apparatus 
in which: 

• steering assistance is achieved by transmitting a rotary motion of an electric 
motor for steering assistance to a steering shaft on which a worm shaft is mounted, 
wherein the worm shaft is deflectable toward the worm wheel and equipped with a biasing 
means ("elastic members 18 and 19") biasing the worm shaft in the deflective direction 
(see paragraph [0039] in particular). 

• the warm shaft is deflectable in a side of the worm shaft, interlocked with an 
output shaft of the electric motor and an interlocking member ("joint 12") 
interlocking the worm shaft and the output shaft is provided therebetween. 

• the worm wheel is deflectable toward the worm shaft, and biasing means for biasing 
the worm wheel to the deflective direction of the warm shaft is provided. 

• the worm wheel is fitted to the shaft, and the biasing means includes an elastic 
ring ("elastic member 27") fitted to a fit portion of the worm wheel to the shaft 
(see paragraph [0045] in particular). 



• A search in Prior Arts was conducted on IPC 7, B62D6/00 

B62D5/04 

Prior Art: nothing in particular 
This recordation is not included in the Reason for Rejections. 
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